PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE DISTRIBUTION

Electric Eclectics Festival of Music and Media Art

presents

‘Sound Modulated Light’

An interactive sound installation by Edwin van der Heide (Rotterdam)

Exhibition Opening Reception

June 8, 2006, 7-9 pm.

Meaford Hall (ground floor exhibition space)

12 Nelson St. East

Meaford, Ontario

Exhibition dates: June 9-August 7, 2006

Hours: Monday-Tuesday 11 am. – 5 pm., Wednesday-Saturday 11 am. – 9 pm.

Admission: free

The Electric Eclectics festival inaugurates its 2006 season with the opening of

an interactive sound installation by Dutch artist Edwin van der Heide. 

Van der Heide approaches an exhibition space as an instrument, integrating the senses and perceptions of the audience into the compositional process.  

Originally, van der Heide gave performances with custom built sensor-based instruments, with the emphasis on sound itself.  Over the years, the focus of his work has shifted to interactive sound installations, where he explores spatial environments of sound with custom-built hardware and software.  

Van der Heide currently teaches in the Master of Media Technology program at Leiden University and has been invited to perform and exhibit all over the globe. He recently curated the experimental section of the Dissonance Festival in Rome, and is currently premiering a new sound installation at the Sonambiente Festival in Berlin. He arrived in Meaford, Ontario, to install this exhibit following a performance at the Elektra Festival in Montreal.

Sound Modulated Light is an environment in which sound is not present

acoustically, but is radiated by an array of light bulbs that are modulated by

audio signals from a computer playback system.  Normally, a light bulb flickers at a rate of 60 cycles per second, but, in this case, the bulbs flicker at

frequencies corresponding to the audio signals that are transmitted through

them. Visitors to the exhibition receive a special hand-held device with light

sensors that convert the light variations emitted by the bulbs into audio

signals that are heard through headphones.  What makes the exhibit so engaging is that the visitor can spend time exploring and interacting with the space.  Each visitor moves with their light sensor through the space, and each bulb emits its own sound, so visitors are able to mix the sound according to their movement.  The result is a fascinating exploration of interactive sound media that intriguingly deconstructs audio technology while creating a unique experience for each listener.

This exhibit is the first event in a summer festival program coordinated by

Electric Eclectics. With a mission to present contemporary art and music in the beautiful rural setting of Meaford, Ontario, Electric Eclectics is working hard to set up a cultural dialogue between local and regional residents and the international art scene.  The desire is to encourage the community at large to create, participate in, and share both new and familiar cultural activities.

This exhibition was made possible through a grant from the Mondriaan Foundation of the Netherlands, as well as grants from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, the Austrian Cultural Forum, and the Fresh Start Program of the CCI Ontario Presenters Network and the Department of Canadian Heritage. Electric Eclectics is co-sponsored by the Georgian Theatre Festival, Meaford.

Electric Eclectics

c/o The Funny Farm

R.R. 2, Meaford, ON

N4L 1W6, Canada

519-538-3569 (GTF box office and ticket information)

www.electric-eclectics.com

info@electric-eclectics.com
Digital images of installation available upon request.
